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S outhern lawmaken are bd^ watched 
closely by at least one politically active 
conservative group oppo^ to Presi¬ 
dent Clinton’s compromise policy on admit¬ 
ting gays ^ the militacy. 

The Family Research Council in Washing¬ 
ton wants Congress to write into law a com¬ 
plete ban on homosexuals in the military and 
rdcct the Clinton policy of allowing those sol¬ 
diers who remain seaetive about their sexual 
otienitation to serve. ^ 


"We’re going to 'make sure that people, 
particularly in the South, know about this is¬ 
sue and what their member did or didn’t do," 
promised Gary Bauer, a fotmer aide to Presi¬ 
dent Reagan who hs^ the cOUncQ. - 

Southmeis are pivotal on this issue be¬ 
cause they have so or proved wary of opening' 
the door to gays in the military in any way. 

Ued by Georgia Sen. Sam Nunn, the Demo¬ 
cratic dtaitman of the Armed Sendees Com¬ 
mittee, s^eral lamnakers threatened to en¬ 
act' a stneter -pbiky, regardless of what 
Gintan initiated.' But with the Joint Chieh of 
Staff endorsing the Clinton compromise, indi¬ 
cations are that Nunn is vraiming to the idea 
as well.' 

Though mai)y.J»ynuken are expected to 
take their cue Nunn, Bauer said he 's not 
woiried'He belicvus UiPUsUe'lUII'SUIItearf 
strong, moral chord with maiiy Southern vot¬ 
ers and said his group would be sending ma¬ 
terials "particulariy to conservative I^o- 
crats," explaining jutt that. 

• • • . ' 


You’ve heard of dueUhg iMitjos. How 
about dueling hearings? 

That was the case on Capitol Hill recently 
as lawmrakecs considered an Environmental 
Protection Agency report critical of second¬ 
hand tobacco smoke. 

At one hearing, tobacco champion Rep. 
Charlie Rose, D-N.C., his teeth into 
witnesses from the Envi ronmental Protec - 
tion Agency, assailing the January report* 
that tomd s econdhand smoke poses health 
risks. - 


Rose dismissed the report as a compila¬ 
tion of "questionable science’’ and suggest¬ 
ed the findings had been adjusted to "serve 
predetermined policy goals.’’ 

Down the block, 9-year-old Michelle 
Woodard, who suffers finin severe asthma, 
was telling another audience that she . 
couldn’t visit her grandfather until i he 
stopped smoking. 

"I don’t get to go to some family holiday 
pahies because some people still smoke and 
that bothers me," she said. 

niat hearing, chaired by smoking oppo¬ 
nent Rep. Henry Waxman^ D-Calff,, vras 
staged for an audience of health experts who 
have applauded the EPA report. 

• • • 

Poes .of Piesidunt Clinton’s deficit reduc¬ 
tion package have been moving fitjm state ' 
to state, spreading the word that the plan 
means trouble. A rec^t target was Louisi¬ 
ana, predicted by Citiwis for a Sound Econ- ’ 
omy CO lose 45,000 jobs if the proposal goes 
through. 

The ^up, which was instrumental! in : 
killing thcr^opo^ Btu tax, bases its esti¬ 
mate on a Surv^'of250 Kniall business own¬ 
ers that found about half of them expect to 
make layOffa if the deficit plan passes. With 
90,000 small businesses in the state,.that 
works out to at least 45,000 jobs, according, 
to the grotip. ■ ■ 

"This tax bQl is a job-destroyer that will 
dobber pniall businesses and put many 
hard-woclc^ Louisianians' out of work," 
daimed Michele Davis, an economist with 
the organiaacion. 

Critics of the effort to defeat the bill say 
Citizens for a Sound Economy is doing noth- - 
ing more than spreading propaganda. 

* * * ’ 

In ^e with President Clinton’s push to 
promote use of natural gas, the man picked 
to oversee the nation's offshore drilling pro¬ 
gram is a former gas company executive. 

Tom Fry, a Dallu attorney named to. head 
Che Interior'Department’s Minerals Man-, 
agement Service, was once vice president of 
a Texas gas processing and transmission 
company. A former Texas assistant attorney 
genmal. Fry also served as regional counsel 
tor the Department of Energy’s oil and gas 
programs ftom 1979-84. 

Compiled &oitireporte by Sean Loqgfrifa aitd 
Carl Halse in the Washtogton Bureau c/.the ' 
New Yodc Tines Reghial Newspapaa. . ^ 
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